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Gavin’s Grab
Greetings everyone,
Can you believe we are about to enter the year
2020? It seemed a far distant futuristic year when
I was growing up. Now it’s upon us.
As we prepare for Christmas and then 2020 it’s
always good to look back with thanks to God.
We’ve had an exciting year – especially with the
Winter Night Shelter Project and so many
involved in rolling up our sleeves and providing
practical assistance to those in need in our
community. I’m looking forward to this
happening again in 2020 as we continue to work
closely with the other churches in Sunbury,
becoming one church here.
I also give thanks to God for the faithfulness of so
many in our congregation as we’ve served God
in a variety of ways – both internally and in
outreach activities. Of special note has been the
extension of our witness at Sunfest and Streetlife
with the couch hospitality along with a small step
into indigenous ministry with our trip to the
Katherine Christian Convention. We’ll continue to
develop these outreach ministries and add to
them some other exciting new possibilities in
2020.
As we look ahead to 2020, we will be potentially
facing some significant disruption with our
building programme and with the work to be

done on the plastering on the inside of our church
building. At this stage, all going well, we hope to
present our final documents to the Diocesan
Building Committee for approval in late February
2020. If we achieve that, then a builder will most
probably begin work on or around late
March/early April.
For periods of time it’s possible that we’ll have to
use the hall for church services; at other times we’ll
not be able to use the hall at all and at other times
we’ll not be able to use the offices. The Parish
House will most likely also not be available once
we get started. The Building Committee, Wardens,
Staff team and others will be meeting with the
leaders of each group and discussing and
planning the various stages to minimise the
disruptions – but we can be sure there will be
disruptions throughout the next 18 months. We’ll
consider various options including running some of
our activities off site for a period of time.
Of course all of this disruption will lead to a very
exciting future for the Parish with new buildings and
facilities that we can use for God’s gospel
purposes in this community – now and well into the
future.
Over this Christmas period please uphold the
Building Committee and the Architect before God
for wisdom in the way forward for us all and I
suggest each of us pray for an extra measure of
patience and graciousness as we prepare for 2020.
Continued page 2
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The Staff Team had a great planning retreat in late
November where we explored some key areas of Parish
Life and sought God’s leading in and through these
areas. We also planned a draft outline for sermon series
and other Parish activities for the coming year. The draft
sermon series is attached.
Sharon and I will be having a couple of days away with
family in Adelaide after Christmas and then a week off
in mid-January, otherwise I’ll be around throughout
January. Matt will be away in early January but will
return before I go away.
May God’s peace and joy be upon your households
and families this Christmas and throughout the coming
year.

Staff team selfie on Day 2 of the planning retreat!

Gavin

In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was with God in the
beginning. Through him all things were
made; without him nothing was made that
has been made. In him was life, and that life
was the light of all mankind. The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it.

John 1:1-5

5pm over Summer

Catchup @ the cricket

Over the Christmas/New Year period 5pm will be
having two weeks break. Our final service (with a
Christmas theme) will be December 22nd. We will
not be meeting on the 29th December or 5th
January. Our regular service will resume on 12th
January. During that time you are encouraged to
attend the combined 9:30am service at St Mary’s.
The Brownes will be on leave from 1-10 January
but Gavin will be around for any urgent needs. I
pray you all have a refreshing holiday period as
you reflect on the immensity of God himself
dwelling in human flesh.

Matt

The annual St Mary’s “catch up @ the cricket”
is on again! Join us at the Big Bash game on
Tuesday 21st January at Marvel Stadium to
watch the Melbourne Renegades take on
Hobart Hurricanes, with the game
commencing at 7.10pm. We plan to sit on
level 3, between aisles 25 and 26 with the
easiest access being through Gate 5. General
Admission tickets are available at the gate or
through ticketmaster. No RSVPs necessary but
all are welcome at this family friendly event!
For any questions or event info please contact
Narelle on 0408 406 424.

5pm Community Camp
Our camp this year is from Friday 28th February to Sunday 1st March. We’ll be
staying at Marysville Caravan Park again. They offer a variety of accommodation
options including cabins and camp sites which can be booked by calling them
directly on 03 5963 3247 (let them know you’re with St Mary’s). Please book as
soon as possible as they can only hold the accommodation for a couple of
weeks.
We’ll kick things off from 7pm Friday and will have structured activities as well as
lots of free time for families to explore the area. Camp will conclude wth
communion together on Sunday morning.
BYO breakfast and as in previous years we will do a shared lunch and dinner (cost
to be advised). Please let Matt Browne know if you are planning on attending.

For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government
will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God,
Staff team selfie on Day 2 of the planning retreat!
Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6

Streetlife By Matthew Browne

Above- Community Store Christmas lunch 2020

With thousands of people at our doorstep
it was great for St Mary’s to have a strong
presence on the Village Green. We served
hundreds of cups of water, tea and
coffee over the course of the day. Just as
many people were invited to the Teddy
Bear Picnic the following Saturday as well
as to our Christmas services. God also
provided the opportunity for several
significant conversations about faith to
happen. A huge thank you to all those
who were able to volunteer on the day! It
was encouraging and very helpful to have
people from all of our congregations
doing mission together. We look forward
to doing something similar at Sunfest early
in the new year.

Music playtime
Did you know that every week St Mary’s hosts
approximately 20 children along with their
parents at Music Playtime? Music Playtime is
run by a team of dedicated parishioners and
includes music, play and craft, as well as a
place for parents to get together for a cuppa
and chat.
The program runs each
Thursday during the
school term, from
10:00-11:30am in the
Parish Hall and is
suitable for all preschool aged children.
We interviewed Marj
Stacy who’s been a
long time volunteer at
Music Playtime:
How long have you been helping at Music
Playtime?
“I have been helping with Music Play Time
since it started in 2013. I love Music Play Time
because of the beautiful little children who
come along and sing, dance and play
instruments. They come with their Mums, Dads,
grandparents and foster parents.
What do you love about Music Playtime?
I get to know the mums and dads and have
some interesting chats with them. As a team
we have been able to help and pray for the
parents and their families. This is a very
rewarding and important part of Music Play
Time activity. It’s a real opportunity to show
God’s love to people who don’t normally
come to church.
How could people help?
If any of St Mary’s people are around Thursday
morning at 10 o’clock, I would love them to
pop in and see the fun the children and adults
have. If anyone would like to help at Music
Play Time it would be good to come and see
how we meet & greet as the families come in
and help serve morning tea. These are
important opportunities to show friendship and
have a relaxed chat with the parents & friends.
Could you please also remember our group in
prayer as it is one of the church’s largest
outreach to people who don’t come to
church.”

Teddy Bear Picnic
By Matthew Browne
On the Saturday following Streetlife Music
Playtime hosted a Teddy Bear Picnic on the
Village Green. The afternoon included two
performances of a special teddy bear themed
Music Playtime as well as play equipment, craft,
vintage games and afternoon tea. The event
was attended by over 50 people, many of
which had not previously had any contact with
the church. A special thankyou to Marj,
Nathanael and Erran who each helped
significantly on the day. Also a special thanks to
Mother’s Union who provided a lovely spread of
biscuits, slices and fruit for afternoon tea. The
success of the afternoon highlighted the
potential for further Saturday afternoon
outreach events in the new year.

An update from the
Building Committe
This year has been a very busy year for the
building committee, working with our
architects to finalise scope and produce
documentation for tender. From the four
builders who were approached for pricing,
three provided sufficient documentation for
assessment. We have since met with two of
these builders with the view to be in a
position to recommend a preferred builder
at the next Diocesan building committee
meeting in February. Much work will be
required before then as we also need to
present our financial plan for funding these
works in conjunction with preferred tender
documentation.
We are indebted for your support both
prayerfully and financially as we work to
God’s
schedule
for
commencing
construction. After the building launch we
received
great
support
from
the
congregation
with
pledges
received
already totalling over $400,000 as well as
future year pledges of almost $150,000.
Thank you to all who have contributed.
The coming year will again challenge us as
we experience the growing pains of
building and I ask that you continue to daily
pray for our building program, as there will
be
many
challenges
as
well
as
inconveniences as facilities are removed
and replaced. We will endeavour to keep
any disruptions to a minimum but I am sure
all of us will be inconvenienced at some
time during the year especially our staff who
will have their work environment impacted.
Thank you to everyone for their support as
we seek to complete God’s mighty plan for
St Mary’s.

Building Committee

2020 Preaching
Plan
* Subject to alteration
December 29

Unlikely Heroes

January 5,12,19

Unlikely Heroes

January 26

Prayer Walk

February 2

2020 Vision

February 9

Ephesians

February 16

Guest- Jude Long

February 23

Ephesians

March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Ephesians

April 5

Ephesians

April 12

Easter

April 19 & 26

Dealing with disruption

May 3

Matters of Life & Death

May 10 , 17, 24, 31

Romans

June 7 & 14

Romans

June 21 & 28

Psalms

July 5

Church Camp

July 12 & 19

Psalms

July 26

Problems in the Early
Church

August 2 & 9

Problems in the Early
Church

August 16, 23 & 30

Job

September 6 & 13

Job

September 20 & 27

Philipppians

October 4 &11

Philipppians

October 18

Bishop Kate visit &
Confirmation service

October 25

Sorry

November 1& 8

Micah

November 15, 22 & 29

“I am” sayings

December 6, 13, & 20

“I am” sayings

Variations to our regular service times
Wednesday 25th December
Sunday 29th December
Wednesday 1st January
Sunday 5th December

9.30am Christmas Day Service
9.30am Combined Service
No Wednesday service
8.30am & 10.30am Services. No 5pm Service

All services are back to regular times from Wednesday 8th January.

Contact St Mary’s
PO Box 2049 Sunbury VIC 3429
p: 03 9744 1347
admin@stmarysanglican.org.au
www.stmarysanglican.org.au
www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Anglican

Join our Facebook groups:St Mary’s MembersSt Mary’s Women’s MinistryMusic Playtime-

St Mary’s Community Store
9740 5547
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1183149001792997/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/529517437871573/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/480061872065919/

